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Safety Assessment Federation
The Safety Assessment Federation, more commonly known as SAFed has recently issued new guidelines on the examination and testing of lifts to ensure their safe operation. 

To help you understand more about SAFed, some responses to commonly asked questions follow:

Who is SAFed? 


The Safety Assessment Federation – SAFed – represents the interests of companies engaged in independent inspection, testing and certification of engineering and manufacturing plant, systems and machinery. The guidelines have been prepared by the Safety Assessment Federation in full consultation with the Health and Safety Executive and other significantly interested parties within the lift industry. 

Why have new guidelines been issued? 


In 1977 the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) issued Guidance Note PM7, on the thorough examination and testing of lifts, with the aim of ensuring the continued safety of lifts and hoists. This guidance note drew attention to the need to expose and/or test certain components, which by virtue of their construction and accessibility would not necessarily be visible  at  periodic maintenance examinations. 

However, the examinations and tests provided for in Guidance Note PM7 were found to be open to interpretation. Experience has shown that the examinations were not carried out in a consistent manner and the results of these examinations and tests were often not presented clearly. The SAFed guidance note has been written with the view to redress this situation and achieve consistency through agreed methods, reporting requirements and frequency of examination. 

As a consequence The SAFed guidance note supersedes the Guidance Note PM7 and addresses additional requirements for hydraulic and scenic lifts. The SAFed guidance supports the new Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 (PUWER) and the Lift Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations 1998 (LOLER) that came into effect in December 1998. 

Is the new SAFed guideline law? 


The Health and Safety Executive believes that the guidelines represent good practice in the lift industry and commends their use. They should not be regarded as an authoritative interpretation of the law. However, if the guidance provided is followed; it will normally be regarded as sufficient to comply with the health and safety law.

What are the new tests called and how frequently are they required ? 

The new test are known as LG tests and are recommended to be undertaken at  intervals of one, five and ten years. The frequency of testing and certification is determined by the type of safety component, some requiring more frequent testing than others.   

